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Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH. 


LEGAL  RESPONSIBILITY  IN  THE 
REQUIREMENT  OF 

CERTinCATES  OF  VACCINATION. 


Certain  sections  of  “An  act  to  provide  for  the  more  efficient  pro- 
tection of  the  i)nblic  health  in  the  several  mnnici])alities  of  this  Com- 
monwealth” approved  June  IS,  1895  were  repealed  with  the  approval 
of  the  present  law  entitled  “An  act  to  safeguard  human  life  and 
health  throughout  the  Commonwealth,  etc.”  This  is  commonly  re- 
ferred to  as  the  Act  of  IMay  14,  1909.  Those  sections  of  the  original 
act  fixing  responsibility  for  requiring  a certificate  of  vaccination  as  a 
prerequisite  for  school  admission,  however,  were  not  repealed.  The}" 
are  as  follows : 

Section  12.  All  [)i'iiicipals  or  other  persons  in  charge  of  schools  as  afore- 
said* are  hereby  re(|nired  to  refuse  the  admission  of  any  child  to  the  schools 
under  their  charge  or  supervision,  except  upon  a certificate  signed  by  a physician, 
setting  forth  that  such  child  has  been  successfully  vaccinated,  or  that  it  has  pre- 
viously had  smallpox. 

Section  21.  Any  physician,  undertaker,  principal  of  a school,  superintendent 
of  a Sunday  school,  sexton,  janitor,  head  of  a family  or  any  other  person  or  persons 
named  in  this  act,  who  shall  fail,  neglect  or  refuse  to  comply  with,  or  who  shall 
violate  any  of  the  provisions  or  requirements  of  this  act,  shall  for  every  such 
offence  upon  conviction  thereof  before  any  mayor,  burgess,  alderman,  police  magis- 
trate, or  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  municipality  in  which  said  offence  was  com- 
mitted, be  liable  to  a fine  or  penalty  therefor  of  not  less  than  five  dollars,  nor  more 
than  one  hundred  dollars,  which  said  fines  or  penalties  shall  be  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury of  said  municipality,  and  in  default  of  payment  thereof,  such  person  or  persons 
so  convicted  shall  undergo  an  imprisonment  in  the  jail  of  the  proper  cnuuty  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  sixty  days. 


‘Public,  piiv.'ite,  ijarocbial,  Suiida.v  or  other  schools. 


AN  ARGUMENT  THAT  CANNOT  BE  ANSWERED. 
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